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Swaffham and Sporle United Benefice Eucharist  

Sunday 20th September 2020 (15th after Trinity) 

Please join in with the Gloria, Creed and sections in bold 

 

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

The Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

The Confession and Absolution 

 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy 

Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy 

The priest says 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy 

upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria (said) 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we 

worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 

  

The Old Testament reading (Jonah 3: 10 - end of 4)  

The Epistle (Philippians 1: 21-end) 

 

Gradual Hymn (in church, organ only for reflection) 

 

Father, hear the prayer we offer: 

not for ease that prayer shall be, 

but for strength that we may ever 

live our lives courageously. 

Not for ever in green pastures 

do we ask our way to be; 

but the steep and rugged pathway 

may we tread rejoicingly. 

Not for ever by still waters 

would we idly rest and stay; 

but would smite the living fountains 

from the rocks along our way. 
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Be our strength in hours of weakness, 

in our wanderings be our guide; 

through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be thou at our side. 

The Gospel  (Matthew 20: 1-16) 

Before: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

After: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O 

Christ. 

 

The Sermon 

 

The Nicene Creed  

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

The Intercessions 

The response to Lord in your mercy is Hear our prayer 

 

The Peace  

The Peace of the Lord be always with you and also with 

you.  

 

Offertory Hymn (NB no collection or procession here) 

 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

entered our world, your glory veiled;  

not to be served but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

he calls us now to follow him, 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King. 

 

There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

'Yet not my will but yours,' he said. [Refrain] 

 

Come, see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. [Refrain] 
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So let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other's needs to prefer, 

for it is Christ we're serving. [Refrain] 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer  

 

The Lord is here 

His Spirit is with us.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise…… 

….Therefore with angels and archangels, 

 and with all the company of heaven, 

 we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

 for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna  

in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed……. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross….. 

….through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
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all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

 

Communion 

  

Prayer after Communion 

 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual 

mercy; and, because without you our human frailty 

cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all 

things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to 

our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 

……..the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 

 

Organ Voluntary  

 

Hymns reproduced using CCL 42249 

 

 

Notes on the temporary arrangements for those in church, during 

coronavirus: 

 

The law now requires that the congregation wear face 

coverings if you are able.  Please ensure your mask covers both 

your nose and your mouth, as this is the only way in which they are 

effective in protecting others. 

Please follow the one way system to find a seat, and sit at the 

end of the pew where there is a white label, so as to keep 

family groups 2m apart. 

We are not allowed to sing hymns in church, but there is 

opportunity to use the music and words for reflection and we 

can sing in our hearts. 

Please do not share the peace verbally or by touching hands. 

There is no offertory procession.  Collection taken at the back 

on arrival.  

At communion, if you wish to receive, this will be in one kind 

only at the chancel steps, with no words said out loud at that 

point.  You are welcome to come forward for a blessing - this 

is also administered silently.  Please approach pew by pew 

from the central aisle and return by the side aisles to maintain 

social distancing. The presider will consecrate with all 



8 
 

elements except priest’s host covered, and will wear a face 

covering to distribute.  You are asked to use gel beforehand, 

and please do so afterwards too, particularly if hands touch 

accidentally.   

After the service there is no coffee at church - please proceed 

out into the churchyard in a ‘socially distanced’ way, to keep 

everyone safe.   


